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There are many catalogs of software patterns available on Web and literature; however, conventional docu-
ment search systems are not appropriate for retrieving objective patterns from a number of collected patterns
because these systems are not specific to software patterns (e.g., these systems simply present many pattern
documents as a result of searching with a user’s query). To solve this problem, we propose a search system
for software patterns. Our system is based on inter-pattern link analysis and link-based importance calcu-
lation technique, called ”pattern rank”. As a result of experimental evaluations for 131 pattern documents,
it is found that our system is useful for retrieving patterns that are related to users’ intension/requirement

by calculating an appropriate importance for each pattern.
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